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The denial of the Armenian Genocide is not a single act of omission or silence; it is
a deliberate and calculated strategy that unfolds in a continuous loop. This four-
stage cycle, often employed by state actors and denialist institutions, is designed
to distort historical truth, evade accountability, and suppress justice. Each stage
reinforces the next, ensuring that the genocide remains buried beneath layers of
misinformation, manipulation, and political resistance.

1. Denial of the Facts

The first and most fundamental stage of genocide denial is the outright rejection
of historical reality. In the case of the Armenian Genocide, this means denying
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that a systematic extermination of Armenians ever occurred. This includes
minimizing the number of victims, casting doubt on survivor testimonies, and
dismissing a century of documentation by historians, diplomats, and witnesses.

Deniers often claim that the deaths were merely a result of civil war, famine, or
general wartime instability, rather than a coordinated campaign of ethnic
cleansing. This stage is bolstered by pseudo-academic publications, government
censorship, and the political pressure exerted on institutions that attempt to
formally recognize the Armenian Genocide. The goal is not only to erase history
but to delegitimize those who seek to preserve it.

2. Blaming the Victims

The second stage shifts focus from denial to justification through victim-blaming.
In this narrative, Armenians are portrayed not as victims but as traitors or
insurgents who allegedly collaborated with enemy forces during World War I. This
rhetoric suggests that the genocide was a defensive measure taken by the
Ottoman Empire to suppress a rebellion.

By recasting Armenians as a threat, this stage seeks to rationalize the violence and
shift moral responsibility. It feeds into a broader pattern of dehumanization, which
is a hallmark of genocidal logic. Blaming the victim also lays the groundwork for
public acceptance of past atrocities and current hostilities, perpetuating
discrimination and mistrust.

3. Justification and Historical Obfuscation

In the third stage, denialists attempt to rewrite history by framing the genocide as
a tragic but unintended consequence of war. Euphemistic language replaces clear
terminology: "deportation" instead of "death marches," "relocation" instead of
"mass killing." This linguistic sanitization is coupled with manipulated data and
selective storytelling to create confusion and foster doubt.

This form of denial is especially dangerous because it masquerades as objectivity.
It is found in school textbooks, diplomatic language, and even scholarly circles
pressured by political influence. The aim is to blur the lines between fact and
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fiction so thoroughly that truth becomes optional — and denial becomes
plausible.

4. Deflection of Accountability

The final stage of denial involves the refusal to accept responsibility. This means
rejecting calls for recognition, reparations, and reconciliation. Turkey, as the
successor state to the Ottoman Empire, continues to aggressively lobby against
genocide resolutions worldwide, using economic and geopolitical leverage to
silence discussion.

By deflecting accountability, denialists ensure that justice remains perpetually out
of reach for the descendants of survivors. It allows impunity to flourish and paves
the way for repeated cycles of violence. Worse, it signals to the world that
genocide can be committed — and denied — without consequence.

Conclusion

The four-stage cycle of Armenian Genocide denial is not just about rewriting the
past; it's about controlling the present and shaping the future. Until the cycle is
broken — through recognition, education, and accountability — the wounds of
the Genocide remain open. Understanding and exposing this cycle is essential to
ensuring that the truth is not buried, and that justice is not denied.
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